
 

Class: IX        Subject: History 

Week- 4 (27April- 3May) 

Name of Textbook: India and the Contemporary World- I 

Chapter: 1 The French Revolution 

Day 1 

Step I Read the following topic from textbook (page 16-17) 

3.1 The Reign of Terror 

3.2 A Directory Rules France 

Video to be watched by students on YouTube 

“French Revolution CBSE 9 (Part 2)  

 https://youtu.be/DbalXajXPoc 

Step II Learn the same topic in the following part of Extramarks app: 

Detailed learning- Understanding concept  

Step III Clear your doubts (if any) with your subject teacher (Please check name and ph. 

number from school website) 

Step IV Revise the topic with the help of the following bullet points: 

3.1 The Reign of Terror (1793-1794) 

 Policy of severe control & punishment followed by Robespierre. 

 Ex-nobles & clergy, members of other political parties, even Jacobins who 

disagreed with him were seen as enemy of the Republic. 

 They were arrested, imprisoned & tried by a revolutionary tribunal. 

 Those who were found as guilty by the court were guillotined. 

 Guillotine is a devise consisting of two poles & a blade to behead a person 

invented by Dr. Guillotine. 

 Laws issued by Robespierre’s government: 

 Maximum ceiling on wages and prices. 

 Meat and bread were rationed. 

 Peasants were forced to transport grain to the cities and prices were fixed. 

 Expensive white flour was banned and pain d’egalite (equality bread) was 

introduced for all. 

 All men and women were called citoyen and citoyenne (citizen). 

 Churches were shut down and their buildings were converted into barracks 

or offices. 

 Finally Robespierre as arrested and was guillotined. 

3.2 A Directory Rules France 

 Fall of the Jacobin government. 

 Power seized by wealthier middle class. 

https://youtu.be/DbalXajXPoc


 New constitution denied voting rights to non-propertied section. 

 A Directory of five members was appointed as executive. 

 Political instability due to clashes between the Directors & the legislative 

councils. 

 Situation gave rise to military dictator Napoleon Bonaparte. 

Step V Solve the following questions: 

1. Why the period from 1793-1794 referred to as the Reign of Terror?           3 

2. Enumerate the laws issued by Robespierre’s government to establish 

equality.                                                                                                     5 

3. Describe the circumstances leading to the rise of Napoleon to power.        5 

Activity: 

Prepare a time line on the major events during the French Revolutionary period. 

End of Day 1 

Day 2 

Step I Read the following topic from textbook (page 18-19) 

4 Did Women Have a Revolution? 

Step II Learn the same topic in the following part of Extramarks app: 

Detailed learning- Understanding concept 

Step III Clear your doubts (if any) with your subject teacher (Please check name and ph. 

number from school website) 

Step IV Revise the topic with the help of the following bullet points: 

 Active participation by women in the French Revolution with the hope for 

improvement of their life. 

 Condition of women before the revolution: 

 Most women of third estate worked for a living. 

 Most women did not have access to education or job training. 

 Daughters of nobles or wealthier families of third estate sent to some 

convent school. 

 Marriages were arranged by families. 

 Working women had to look after their families also. 

 Wages for women were lower than men. 

 During the revolution: 

 Women formed political clubs & started newspapers. 

 Most famous political club was Society of Revolutionary and Republican 

Women. 

 Women demanded equal political rights i.e. right to vote, to be elected & to 

hold political office. 

 Laws passed by revolutionary government for improvement of 

women’s lives: 

 Schooling was made compulsory for all girls. 

 Fathers could not arrange marriages against their will. 

 Marriage was made into a contract and registered under civil law. 

 Divorce was made legal and could be applied by both men and women. 

 Women could train for jobs, become artist or run small business. 

 



 During Reign of Terror women’s clubs and political activities were banned. 

 

 Spread of women suffragette movement in many countries in the nineteenth 

& twentieth centuries. 

 In 1946 French women finally won the right to vote. 

 

Step V Solve the following questions: 

1. Name the most famous women’s political club. What was their main 

demand?                                                                                                    1 

2. Compare the lives of French women before and after the revolution.          5 

Activity: 

Read Source C Declaration of the Rights of men and citizen (page 11) and source F 

drafted by Olympe de Gouges (page 20) and compare any thee rights. 

 

End of Day 2 

Day 3 

Step I Revise the topics/bullet points for 10 minutes. 

Step II Solve the following revision paper. 

Time: 30 minutes                                                                                      MM: 15 

1. Choose the correct answer:                                                                1x2=2 

i) Which of the following period is referred to as the Reign of Terror in 

French History? 

A. 1772-1789         B. 1789-1793         C. 1793-1794          D. 1794-1804 

ii) In which year the French women won the right to vote? 

A. 1791                  B. 1846                   C. 1942                   D. 1946 

2. What was the Directory?                                                                            1 

3. What was the most important demand of the women’s political clubs?       1 

4. Mention any three laws issued by Robespierre’s government to establish 

equality.                                                                                                     3 

5. Examine three features of the rule of the Directory.                                    3 

6. Throw light on the condition of women in French society during the Old 

Regime. Which laws of the revolutionary government improved the 

condition of women?                                                                        3+2=5 

 

End of Day 3 
 

 


